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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

M   E   M   O   R   A   N   D   U   M 
 

   

DATE:  May 8, 2013 
   

TO:  Michael Drollinger, Planning Commission Chair  

Members of Renton Planning Commission 
   

FROM:  Erika Conkling, Senior Planner 
   

SUBJECT:  Comprehensive Plan Land Use Element 
   

 

ISSUE 

What should be updated in the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Element? 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Reformat the Land Use Element to include the Community Design Element and applicable 

policies from the Environmental Element regarding critical areas, sustainability, and green 

building practices.  Add policies from adopted City Plans and from state, regional, and county 

plans.  Simplify and consolidate policy language when possible. 

 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

The Renton Comprehensive Plan Update is due to the Washington State Department of 

Commerce in June 2015.  The function of the Land Use Element in the Comprehensive Plan is to 

plan for where, when, and how growth will occur in the City.  Based on the public response on 

the City’s Comprehensive Plan Vision, it is clear that the current direction of the Plan is still valid.  

As a result, the objectives for updating the Land Use Element include the following:  

 Update background information, targets, and existing conditions 

 Ensure consistency with state, regional, and county planning efforts 

 Integrate applicable policies from the current Community Design and Environmental 

Elements, as well as from other applicable City policies 

 Write policies that provide clear direction for City decision making that are easily 

understood and communicated 

 Amend zoning and regulations as needed 

 

Currently, the Land Use Element is divided into eleven sections, which cover a variety of topics, 

some of which are required by state, regional, or county planning documents. There are four 

sections in the Community Design Element and three sections in the Environmental Element.   
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The following table summarizes the topics currently in these 18 sections of the Comprehensive Plan, what is required by the Growth Management Act (GMA), 

Puget Sound Regional Council’s VISION 2040 plan, or the King County Countywide Planning Policies, and suggestions for revision. 

 

Current Land Use Element‐ Requirements and Suggested Revisions 

Topic  Current Status  Required Policies  Suggested Revisions 

La
n
d
 U
se
 E
le
m
e
n
t 

Regional Growth 

Policies 

Links local policies to state and 

county policies.    Establishes 

housing and employment targets 

for the period 2001‐2012. 

Must provide links to state, regional, 

and countywide policies.  Must also 

update targets. 

Update targets and update policies to ensure 

consistency with changes to GMA, VISION 2040, 

and the Countywide Planning Policies.  Treat this 

section as an executive summary of the growth 

policies in these external planning documents. 

Airport  Includes policies from Renton’s 

Airport Compatible Land Use 

Program. 

Must include policies to ensure 

compatible land use around the 

Renton Municipal Airport. 

Keep the policies simple, as an executive 

summary of the Airport Compatible Land Use 

Program. 

Annexations  Establishes annexation policies.  Required to jointly plan for 

annexation areas with King County. 

Summarize and consolidate local annexation 

policies, keep requirement for joint planning with 

the County. 

Historical and 

Archaeological 

Resources 

Establishes policies for historical 

preservation and protection of 

archaeological resources. 

Must include policies to protect 

historical and archaeological 

resources. 

Summarize and consolidate these policies.  

Consider docketing a historic preservation 

ordinance. 

Non‐conforming Use  Provides a policy basis for rules in 

RMC 4‐11 Non‐conforming 

Structures, Uses, and Lots. 

  Summarize and consolidate these local policies, 

which are needed to support the rules in RMC 4‐

11. 

Public Facilities  Lays out policies for siting public 

facilities of local and regional 

significance. 

Must include policies that allow for 

the siting of public facilities of local 

and regional significance.  Must 

include policies that public buildings 

contribute to a sense of community. 

Summarize and consolidate existing policies.  Add 

policies as needed for consistency for regional 

public facilities. 

Resource Land  Contains policies on agricultural 

uses and extractive industries. 

Automall policies are at the end of 

this section. 

Required to include policies 

protecting the use of resource lands, 

as applicable. 

Inside City limits there are limited areas for 

resource uses.  Summarize and consolidate 

existing policies to meet minimum requirements.  

Move automall policies to the correct section. 
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Topic  Current Status  Required Policies  Suggested Revisions 

Residential Policies  Establishes the land use 

designations and zoning criteria for 

residential zoning classes.  Land 

uses covered:  Residential Low 

Density, Residential Single‐family, 

Residential Medium Density, and 

Residential Multi‐family. 

Renton is required to have a system 

of land use classification that is 

sufficient to meet targets for 

housing, employment, and growth. 

Provisions must be made for 

compact, urban development with 

densities that support walking and 

transit.  Centers must be identified 

and prioritized for development and 

funding.  Must plan for physical 

activity and access to local food. 

Add policies related to physical activity and local 

food.  Make policies related to compact, urban 

development and centers more explicit.  

Summarize and consolidate existing policies. 

 

Consider a simpler land use classification scheme 

that would also allow more opportunities for 

Hearing Examiner rezone (vs. a Comprehensive 

Plan Amendment).  Do not change zoning at this 

time, but consider a policy arrangement that 

would be suitable for future zoning changes.  This 

might involve code work to update rezoning 

decision criteria. 

Centers  Establishes the land use 

designations and zoning criteria for 

designated centers.  Land uses 

covered: Center Downtown, Urban 

Center North, and Center Village. 

Commercial  Establishes the land use 

designation and zoning criteria for 

commercial zoning classes. Land 

uses covered: Commercial Corridor 

and Commercial Neighborhood. 

Employment Areas  Establishes the land use 

designation and zoning criteria for 

employment areas.  Land uses 

covered: Employment Area Valley 

and Employment Area Industrial. 

 



 
 

4 
 

 
Topic  Current Status  Required Policies  Suggested Revisions 

En
vi
ro
n
m
e
n
t 
El
e
m
e
n
t 

Resource Protection  Establishes policies related to 

protecting critical areas. 

Policies related to protecting critical areas, 

including hazards, are required.  Must 

identify open space areas for protection, 

steps for protecting water and air quality, 

and specific provisions to address climate 

change.  Must update Best Available Science 

report and assess Critical Areas based upon 

findings. 

Update the Best Available Science report and 

assess how to best consolidate and summarize 

critical area and hazards policies consistent with 

the report.  Adopt policies for open space 

protection, water and air quality, and climate 

change consistent with GMA, VISION 2040, and 

the Countywide Planning Policies.  Summarize 

existing policies. 

Hazards  Establishes policies related to 

protecting the natural 

functions of areas that could 

pose hazards to 

development, including flood 

plains and geologically 

unstable areas. 

Sustainable 

Development 

A collection of policies 

regarding clean air, urban 

forestry, regional 

cooperation for 

sustainability, wildlife 

protection, and general 

sustainability. 

Must include linkages to regional efforts and 

policies in sustainability and environmental 

planning. Policies must include guidelines 

for energy efficient and green building and 

the use of renewable and alternative energy 

sources. 

Include policies to support small agricultural and 

local food production.  Add sustainability goals 

consistent with other adopted City policies, such 

as the Clean Economy Strategy, Urban Forestry 

Plan, or Emergency Management Plans, and 

consistent with GMA, VISION 2040, and the 

Countywide Planning Policies.  Summarize 

existing policies and consolidate. 
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Topic  Current Status  Required Policies  Suggested Revisions 

C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 
D
e
si
gn

 E
le
m
e
n
t 

Natural Areas  Provides policies that direct 

development in, or near, natural 

areas. 

Consideration of the 

natural environment as 

the built environment is 

created. 

Suggest collapse of policies.  Retain CD‐1, CD‐6, and CD‐7.  

Emphasize protection of the natural features that help to 

provide unique character of the community including 

viewsheds, geologic and forested corridors, water features such 

as wetlands, streams, and lakes.   

Urban Separators  Includes policies that link 

Renton’s urban separators to 

the Countywide Planning 

Policies. 

Designate urban 

separators consistent 

with the Countywide 

Planning Policies. 

Summarize existing policies, and ensure consistency with 

interpretations regarding density and dedication of the open 

space area.  Consider areas that have recently annexed or will 

annex.  

Established Residential 

Neighborhoods 

Policies to guide small‐scale 

residential infill projects. 

  Provide guidance in terms of context of the new development. 

New and Infill 

Development 

Policies to guide new and large‐

scale residential infill projects.  

Covers the following areas: site 

planning; gateways. 

  Context and placemaking will be important.  Creating an 

aesthetically pleasing destination that contributes to quality of 

life.   
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Attached to this document is a new format that staff has considered for the 2015 Comprehensive Plan 

update.  This format organizes each element around general themes, which are supported by applicable 

goals and policies.  Associated plans or other key documents are adopted by reference, allowing the 

policies to provide high‐level summaries that link the Comprehensive Plan to other works that offer 

more specifics.  Call out boxes in the center of each page allow for the ideas in the plan to be illustrated 

with photos, drawings, diagrams, or key words and phrases.  Since the Community Planning Element is 

the newest (and shortest) Comprehensive Plan Element, it was used to illustrate the new format. 

 

Four themes are proposed for the updated Land Use Element:  meeting the demands of local and 

regional growth, planning for the efficient use of land, protecting the natural environment and ensuring 

resources for the future, and promoting a safe, healthy, and attractive community.  Each section will 

contain a brief introductory statement, followed by the goals and policies that fit within the theme, with 

necessary maps and associated plans adopted at the end of the section.  This outline shows all of the 

topics that should be covered under each theme, based on the assessments summarized in the Current 

Land Use Element‐ Requirements and Suggested Revisions table.  Highlighting indicates that some aspect 

of the topic is required by a state, regional, or county planning document.  Italics indicate notes of topics 

or ideas for further consideration.  If there is known code work that may be associated with a theme, it 

is also indicated on the outline, but it will not be indicated in the final draft of the Element.  

 

Some of the text included in the outline is fairly close to policy language, other text contains ideas about 

what needs to be included in the policies.  As work continues on the Land Use Element, the outline will 

continue to be refined, through work with the public, Planning Commission, City staff, and other 

stakeholders, until policy language is drafted for all topics. 

 

LAND USE ELEMENT OUTLINE 

Meeting the demands of local and regional growth. 
 
Introduction 

 How Renton’s growth fits into county, region, state objectives 

 Updated information on population, employment, and current development intensity 

 Regional Growth Center designation 

 How annexation fits in 

 Role of essential public facilities 
 
Goals 

 Compliance with VISION 2040 and CPP 

 VISION 2040 Regional Centers compliance goal 

 Meet targets : new targets needed for growth, employment, future development intensities 

 High jobs to housing ratio: 2 to 1 for new development is current goal 

 Build our Regional Growth Center 

 Promote annexation where it is in Renton’s best interests 
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 Meet regional and local obligations to provide essential public facilities through collaboration 
with other jurisdictions when possible 

 
Policies 

 Ensure sufficient land capacity to meet /exceed goals : exceed by 20% is current policy 

 Establish minimum density requirements to meet targets 

 Parking not a land reserve except in Urban Center 

 Urban Center should have minimum 50 employees/ac and 15 households/ac 

 Centers (Downtown, UC‐N, and Center Village) to take growth, provide redevelopment 
opportunities 

 Support compact urban development to improve health outcomes, support transit use, 
maximize land use efficiency, and maximize public investment in infrastructure and services 

 Coordinate with King County to ensure consistent land development policies in PAA: currently 
this is implemented through a policy calling for interlocal agreements, is that viable? 

 Encourage annexation where infrastructure and services allow for urban densities 

 Support annexation where it would simplify and consolidate service providers and/or facilitate 
the efficient delivery of services 

 Fiscal impacts should be considered for each proposed annexation  

 Surplus public property should be considered for other public uses before changing ownership 

 Site and design essential public facilities to be efficient and convenient while minimizing impacts 
on surrounding uses 

 Siting critieria for essential public facilities: transit access, located on arterial, use public process, 
if people intensive‐ should be in the urban center, compatible with surrounding uses, co‐located 
or multiple use sites preferred, ability to park on‐site : these are existing, are there others? 

 
Maps 

 Map of UGA and PAAs: or include in Future Land Use Map 

 Urban/Regional  Growth Center Map 

 Map of EPF and lands for public use 
 
Plans adopted by reference 

 Countywide Planning Policies 

 VISION 2040 

 Renton Capital Facilities Plan: should have prioritized list of acquisitions 
 
Potential Code Work 

 Public Facilities Zoning 
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Planning for the efficient use of land. 
 
Introduction 

 Short introduction to land use classification system 
 
Goals 

 Minimize risk associated with potential aviation incidents on the ground and for aircraft 
occupants 

 Pursue the transition of non‐conforming uses and structures to encourage development 
patterns consistent with Renton’s land use plan 

 Plan for high‐quality residential growth that supports transit by providing urban densities, 
promotes efficient land utilization, promotes good health and physical activity, and creates 
stable neighborhoods by incorporating built amenities and natural features 

 Promote multiple strategies for residential growth, including: development of new single‐family 
neighborhoods on large tracts of land outside the City Center, development of new multi‐family 
and mixed‐use development in the Center and Commercial designations, and infill development 
on vacant and underutilized land in established neighborhoods and multi‐family areas. 

 Develop well‐balanced, attractive, convenient Centers serving the City and the region that 
create investment opportunities in urban scale development, promote housing close to 
employment and commercial areas, reduce dependency on automobiles, maximize public 
investment in infrastructure and services, and promote healthy communities 

 Provide an energetic business environment for commercial activity providing a range of service, 
office, commercial, and mixed use residential uses that enhance the City’s employment and tax 
base along arterial boulevards and in centers 

 Transform concentrations of pre‐existing commercial activity in linear form into business 
districts characterized by enhanced site planning, efficient parking design, coordinated access 
for all modes of transportation, pedestrian linkages from adjacent uses and nearby 
neighborhoods, and boulevard treatment 

 Achieve a mix of industrial, high technology, office, and commercial activities in Employment 
Areas that lead to economic growth and a strengthening of Renton’s employment base 

 Sustain industrial areas that function as integrated employment activity areas and include a core 
of industrial uses and other related businesses and services, transit facilities, and amenities 

 Support the Auto Mall as a way to concentrate auto and vehicular related businesses and 
increase their revenue and sales tax base for the City and to present an attractive environment 
for doing auto‐related business 

 
Policies   

 Restrict land use, prohibit airspace obstacles, prohibit noise –sensitive land uses, and require 
avigation easements within the Airport Influence Area to meet or exceed basic aviation safety 
concerns and reduce potentially negative impacts from normal airport operations. 

 Non‐conforming uses should be encouraged to transition into conforming uses or relocated to 
areas with compatible designations 

 Lands constrained by sensitive areas, those intended to provide transition to the rural area, or 
those appropriate for larger lot housing should be within the Residential Low Density land use 
designation 

 Identify potential areas for rapid or temporary housing in case of emergency or natural disaster 

 RC designation criteria: see RLD and EAV 
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 R‐1 designation criteria 

 R‐4 designation criteria 

 RMH designation criteria: see RLD and RSF 

 R‐8 designation criteria 

 Areas that support compact urban development with access to urban services and infrastructure 
(including transit, shopping, parks and civic amenities), that include both single‐family and multi‐
family development should be within the Residential Medium Density designation 

 R‐10 designation criteria 

 R‐14 designation criteria: see RMD and CV 

 RMF designation criteria: see RMF and  CV 

 RMT designation criteria: see RMF, CV, and UC‐D 

 RMU designation criteria: see RMF, CV, and UC‐D 

 Encourage a wide range and combination of uses, developed at sufficient intensity to maximize 
efficient use of land, support transit use, and create a viable district.  Discourage the 
development of strip commercial areas in the Growth Centers designation. 

 Areas with a nucleus of existing multi‐use development, the potential for development or 
redevelopment, served by major transit and transportation routes including City arterials, and 
containing one or more community focal points within walking distance should be within the 
Growth Centers designation  

 Support new office and commercial development that is more intensive than what exists in the 
Growth Centers currently in order to create more compact development and increase 
employment opportunities 

 Allow residential uses in Growth Centers as part of mixed‐use developments.  Stand‐alone 
residential development may be allowed in portions of Growth Centers not conducive to 
commercial development 

 CD designation criteria 

 UC‐N1 designation criteria 

 UC‐N2 designation criteria 

 CV designation criteria 

 COR designation criterion: land use and zone 

 Established commercial and office areas located on or near principle arterials that provide 
necessary and desirable goods and services to the surrounding area and/or larger community at 
low or medium intensities should be designed for Commercial Development Land Use  

 Commercial Development areas should be subject to development standards that create a 
pedestrian friendly environment with parking  at vehicular access at the rear of the building, or 
on the side as a second choice, and create public amenity features (e.g. parks, plazas, recreation 
areas) 

 CA designation criteria: see CC and EAV 

 CO designation criteria: see UC‐D, CC, EAV 

 IL designation criteria: see CC, EAI, EAV 

 CN designation criteria: see CN 

 Areas primarily used for industrial development, or a mix of commercial and industrial uses such 
as office, industrial, warehousing, and manufacturing, with access to transportation networks 
and transit should be located within the Employment Area designation  

 IM designation criteria: see EAI and EAV 

 IH designation criteria: see EAI and EAV 
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 Non‐employment based uses are prohibited in Employment Areas 

 Employment areas should promote the gradual transition of uses on sites with good access and 
visibility to more intensive commercial and office uses 

 Enhance the safety and attractiveness of the Automall with landscaping, signage, and 
development standards that create the feeling of a cohesive business district 

 
Maps 

 Future Land Use Map (update as needed) 

 Automall Map 
 
Plans adopted by reference 

 Airport Compatible Land Use Program  

 Airport Layout Plan Update 
 
Potential Code Work 

 Update Airport Compatible Land Use Program to limit or eliminate Single Family uses in the 
Runway Protection Zone 

 Add a requirement for avigation easements for new development in the Airport Influence Area 
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Protecting the natural environment and ensuring natural resources for the 

future. 
 
Introduction 

 Include summary/reference of BAS review drawing from existing Environment Element 

 Include supporting active lifestyles and access to nature and recreation as an important reason 
to preserve the natural environment 

 Information from November 2012 survey of all King County cities, for example Comprehensive 
Plan Policies related to global warming and climate change (attached to this document for 
reference) 

 Discussion of the importance of air quality 

 Sustainability is defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs 
 

Goals 

 Support commercial and hobby agricultural uses such as small farms, hobby farms, horticulture, 
beekeeping, kennels, stables, and produce stands that are compatible with urban development 

 Maintain extractive industries where their continued operation does not impact adjacent 
residential areas, the City’s aquifer, or critical areas 

 Maintain Urban Separators to provide visual and physical distinction to the edges of Renton, 
protect critical areas, and provide a transition to the rural area 

 Create a functioning and exemplary urban forest that is managed at optimum levels for canopy, 
health, and diversity 

 Sustainability goal: Sustainability recognizes that natural systems are essential to providing both 
economic needs and quality of life, that actions of today have an impact on the environment 
which impacts the future; sustainability reflects the interconnectedness of economics, 
environment, and social equity in meeting the needs of communities 

 Critical Areas goal(s): to be refined after a review of Best Available Science 

 Climate Change and Green House Gas reduction goal(s):  to include Hard targets and reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions that have been set by the state and county, and more softly by PSRC 
where GHGs would be reduced by a certain amount by a future year, over a baseline year; 
preparing for, or mitigating for, changes in climate, and actions that can be taken locally by the 
community and city operations 

 Renton, in coordination with the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency and the Puget Sound Regional 
Council, shall promote regional air quality, consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies, 
through its policies, methodologies, and standards 

 Goal to coordinate and meet regional environmental goals 
 
Policies 

 Allow cultivation and sale of flowers, herbs, vegetables, or similar crops in residential areas, as 
an accessory use and/or home occupation 

 Support the small‐scale production of food to improve health, build community resilience, and 
encourage local food 

 Recognize and allow community gardens on private property, vacant public property, and 
unused rights‐of‐ways 
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 Apply conditional use permits, or other approvals as appropriate, for extractive industries 
including timber, sand, gravel, or other mining to ensure that potential impacts are confined, 
limited, or mitigated 

 Urban Separators should be designated on lands characterized by individual and interconnecting 
natural features, critical areas, open space, parks, agricultural areas, and water features and by 
areas that provide a logical and easily identifiable physical separation between urban 
communities or with the rural area 

 Manage urban forests to maximize ecosystem services such as stormwater management, air 
quality, aquifer recharge, other ecosystem services, and wildlife habitat 

 Promote development of urban forests through tree planting programs, tree maintenance 
programs that favor the use of large healthy trees along streets, parks, residential, commercial, 
and industrial areas, programs to increase education and awareness, and through the protection 
and restoration of forest ecosystems 

 Renton canopy cover goals (need to determine still) for public and private development 

 Work cooperatively with public and private entities to establish and achieve goals to protect the 
environment and improve local sustainability 

 Sustainability policies: Renton currently has a few specific sections within the Comprehensive 
Plan where sustainability is mentioned, one place is the Vision section where the Vision 
statement is explained in more depth and the other place is within the current Land Use Element 
(page VI‐5) called “Sustainable Development” with a discussion, objectives, and policies 

 Critical Areas policies: streamline policies from current Environment Element, include policies to 
prevent pollution through stormwater control,  include policies to conserve and protect fisheries, 
identify non‐regulatory measures for critical areas protection, ensure policies are consistent with 
Best Available Science 

 Avoid development in high hazard areas to prevent disaster and emergency situations 

 Coordinate with the Puget Sound Air Pollution Control Agency and the Puget Sound Regional 
Council to develop policies, methodologies, and standards that promote regional air quality. 

 Prohibit construction of new residential or commercial structures that use wood stoves or wood 
heat as the sole heat source 

 Support state and federal air quality standards and the regulation of activities that emit air 
pollutants 

 Encourage transportation demand management and alternatives to the single occupancy vehicle 
in order to reduce energy consumption, air, and water pollution 

 Achieve criteria air pollutant reductions in both municipal operations and the community at 
large, with attention given to social equity 

 Develop a Climate Action Plan, which includes greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for 
the city 

 Achieve greenhouse gas emissions reductions in both municipal operations and the community 
at large 

 Include analysis of climate change impacts when conducting environmental review under the 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

 Promote the reduction of greenhouse gas by expanding the use of conservation and alternatives 
to driving alone 

 Take positive actions such as increasing the number of trees in the city, to reduce carbons 

 Identify and address the impacts of climate change on the city’s hydrological systems 

 Utilize education and outreach programs to inform the public and build support for initiatives 
promoting sustainability, health, and emergency preparedness 
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Maps 

 Critical Areas: need to identify open space corridors, critical areas, hazards 
 
Plans adopted by reference 

 Urban and Community Forestry Development Plan 

 Clean Economy Strategy 

 Best Available Science report 

 Puget Sound Clean Air Agency policy document 

 Basin, watershed plans  

 Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
Potential Code Work 

 Urban Forestry Ordinance: to address issues of tree retention and maintenance for new and 
existing development, establish clear direction on street tree requirements for public and private 
projects, and determine maintenance procedure for trees in the ROW 

 Update of Critical Areas rules to ensure consistency with Best Available Science and to ensure 
consistency with FEMA Biological Opinion 
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Promoting a safe, healthy, and attractive community. 
Introduction 

 Short introductory statements about the importance of these factors for quality of life and 
acknowledgement of the unique characteristics of Renton with regard to creating community 
and sense of place 

 
Goals 

 Maintain the City’s cultural history by documenting, recognizing, and protecting its historic, 
archaeological and traditional cultural sites 

 Raise the aesthetic quality of the City through quality design 

 Strengthen the economy through high quality development 

 Maintain a high quality of life as Renton grows by ensuring that new development is designed to 
be functional and attractive 

 Green building and infrastructure goal 

 Further Renton as a center for arts and culture where traditional and contemporary arts thrive 
and creative industries are cultivated 

 Build neighborhoods that promote community resiliency through healthy lifestyles, active 
transportation, proximity to goods and services, access to local food, environmental 
sustainability, and a feeling of community 

 
Policies 

 Historic, cultural, and archaeological resources should be identified and catalogued by the City 
on an on‐going basis and as part of project specific review 

 Historic and archaeological sites should be preserved and incorporated into development 
projects 

 Natural areas community design policy(ies) 

 Established residential neighborhoods community design policy(ies) 

 New and infill development community design policy(ies) 

 Site planning community design policy(ies) 

 Gateways community design policy(ies) 

 Gathering places at all scales:  discuss light (sun/shade) and air/wind tunnels 

 The built environment should reflect the community and be context sensitive 

 Landscaping should complement the built environment‐  It should provide for respite, 
recreation, sun/shade, and result in native, naturalized and ornamental plantings that are 
appropriate for the situation and circumstance 

 Complete streets should be provided along arterials‐ Planter strips should be located between 
the curb and the sidewalk in order to provide buffering and refuge 

 Signage should guide and promote business without creating visual clutter 

 Lighting community design policies: night sky;  views to Renton from water, air, freeways, 
streets, homes 

 Parking community design policy(ies)  

 Promote environmentally friendly, energy‐efficient development, including building and 
infrastructure  

 Municipal and public art policy(ies) 

 Building design should include provisions for evacuation in case of emergency, including mass 
shooter incidents 
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 Healthy Community policy: coordinate with Community Services on some policies related to their 
Healthy Community Initiative that would be appropriate here 

 
Adopt by Reference 

 Arts and Culture Master Plan 

 Disaster Recovery Plan 

 Parks, Recreation, and Natural Areas Plan 
 
Potential Code Work 

 Historic Preservation Ordinance 
 

 

In addition to the text of the Land Use Element, this update provides an opportunity to assess our Land 

Use classification system.  Ideally, the Comprehensive Plan establishes land use classifications that can 

be implemented with different types of zones, in order to permit the right mix of uses that achieve our 

Comprehensive Plan goals and create a great community.  Renton’s current system contains lots of land 

use classifications and lots of zones, which can pose problems for administration of the system and for 

permitting.   

 

If the system is right, there are few rezone requests, and typically those are due to a significant change 

in circumstances affecting a property or several properties.  Rezones that require changes to the 

Comprehensive Plan should be rare, and should be particularly scrutinized because the change amends 

the whole city‐wide plan for land use.  However, in Renton there are twelve land use designations, most 

with limited options for zoning.  Renton also has 21 zoning classifications, the majority of those zones 

only allowed in one land use designation.  As a result, most rezones require a Comprehensive Plan 

amendment, and the land classification system is probably more complicated than necessary. 

 

It is difficult to consider land use classifications without thinking about how the classifications will be 

implemented.  Zoning rules ultimately implement the classification system adopted in the 

Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed reclassification of land use designations would keep all the existing 

zoning in place.  This will help to focus on the policy issues underlying the classification system, and 

direct attention away from concerns about rule changes for specific properties.  Changes to the zoning 

system will be docketed for a later date. 

 

Under the proposed system, there would be six land use classifications.  Residential land use would be 

split into two categories: Residential Low Density (LD) and Residential Medium Density (MD).  While the 

LD designation would remain the same as it is now, the MD designation would grow to include what is 

currently the Residential Single‐Family designation and the lower intensity Residential Multi‐Family 

areas.  There is a lot of redundancy in these zoning classifications, and by pooling these zones into a 

single land use designation, it provides an opportunity to look at zoning consolidation in the future.  The 

Employment Area (EA) and Commercial Development (CD) designations would combine very similar land 

use designations together.  Employment Area Industrial and Employment Area Valley designations are 

very similar now, with the Employment Area Industrial designation protecting industrial uses outside of 
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the Valley area.  Adding the current Commercial Neighborhood designation to the Commercial Corridor 

designation, gives the ability to better define different levels of commercial development that are 

appropriate in different areas of the City.  The Commercial, Office, Residential (COR) designation should 

remain the same, as it is currently a type of holding zone for large properties with redevelopment 

potential.  Finally, the proposed Growth Centers (GC) designation provides the opportunity to clearly 

link Renton’s Comprehensive Plan with the regional growth strategy of focusing growth into urban 

centers.  Renton’s downtown, urban center‐north (or the area near the Landing), and the Sunset Area 

Center Village are all designated areas to receive both residential and employment growth.  This 

consolidation will also make it easier at a later date to consider zoning changes consistent with the City 

Center Community Plan. 

 

On the next page is a chart showing the proposed land use designations for the updated Land Use 

Element, and some brief analysis of the impacts of the proposed changes, including code work that may 

be necessary.
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Proposed Land Use Map Consolidation 

Existing 

Designation 

Implementing 

Zones‐Existing 

Proposed 

Designation 

Implementing 

Zones‐ Proposed 

Analysis 

RLD  RC, R‐1, R‐4, 

RMH 

Residential Low 

Density (LD) 

RC, R‐1, R‐4, 

RMH 

This would be the same. 

RS  R‐8  Residential  

Medium 

Density (MD) 

R‐8, R‐10, R‐14, 

RMF, RMH 

This would combine the current RS, RMD, and (a portion of the) RMF land use designations.   

This could facilitate zoning consolidation, but could also mean that it would only take a HE 

rezone to double density in the R‐8 or halve the density in the R‐14.  It would be prudent to 

develop clear designation criteria for each zone and to simultaneously update our rezoning 

criteria to provide clear instructions for the HE. 

RMD  R‐10, R‐14, 

RMH 

RMF  RMF, RMU, 

RMT 

‐  ‐  This would be eliminated‐ with RMF sent to the RMD designation and RMU and RMT sent to 

the Growth Centers designation. Currently there are no RMU or RMT zones in the RMF land 

use designation, and the intensity is really more appropriate in a Center anyway.  There is 

little difference between RMF and R‐14 zones in terms of intensity allowed for new 

development, but the RMF zone does recognize existing garden‐style apartments. 

UC‐D  CD, RMU, 

RMT, CO 

Growth Centers 

(GC) 

CD, RMF, RMU, 

RMT, CD, CO, UC‐

N1, UC‐N2, CV, R‐

14 

Of all of the consolidations this is the most ambitious, yet from a policy perspective all of 

our current centers designations are designed to absorb the majority of our growth target.  

It would be prudent to develop clear designation criteria for each zone, and potentially for 

each type of center, and to simultaneously update our rezoning criteria to provide clear 

instructions for the HE to consider.  This change could facilitate zoning consolidation or 

elimination for areas with narrowly targeted zones like UC‐N, RMU, or RMT. 

UC‐N  UC‐N1, UC‐N2 

CV  CV, RMF, RM‐

U, RM‐T, R‐14 

CC  CA, CO, IL  Commercial 

Development 

(CD) 

CA, CO, IL, CN  The largest impact here is to eliminate CN as a stand‐alone land use/zoning designation.  

This could mean that it would only take a HE rezone to rezone a CN property to higher 

intensity commercial development.  It would be prudent to develop clear designation 

criteria for each zone and to simultaneously update our rezoning criteria to provide clear 

instructions for the HE. 

CN  CN 

EAI  IL, IM, IH  Employment 

Area (EA) 

CA, CO, IL, IM, IH, 

RC 

This would combine the EAV and EAI land use designations.  One of the impacts would be 

that EA‐I properties could potentially be rezoned to CA or CO through a Hearing Examiner 

Rezone.  It would be prudent to develop clear designation criteria for each zone and to 

simultaneously update our rezoning criteria to provide clear instructions for the HE. 

EAV  CA, CO, IL, IM, 

IH, RC 

COR  COR  COR  COR  This would be the same. 
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Sustainability

Date

Names/Titles

Planning Commission
April 20, 2011

2011 CPA T‐01

Background

• Planning Division request

• Update Vision and Mission sections to 
include sustainability to reflect policies and 
programming

• PSRC provides guidance

• Different approaches, depends on city

• No formal sustainability coordination 
within City
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Background

• Conversation

• What is sustainability?

• How would you define sustainability?

Background

• What is Sustainability?

• Meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.

• Recognizes that natural systems are essential 
to providing both economic needs and quality 
of life, that actions of today have an impact 
on the environment which impacts the future.

• Reflects the interconnectedness of economics, 
environment, and social equity in meeting the 
needs of communities.
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Background

• Other City’s approaches:

• Bothell: incorporate into vision statement

• Edmonds: create Sustainability Element

• Eugene: establish Sustainability Commission

• Issaquah: Indicators to evaluate sust. goals

• King County: support network for cities

• Redmond: insert throughout Comp. Plan

• PSRC

• Amend Vision section:

Staff Recommendation
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• Amend Vision section:

Staff Recommendation

• Amend Mission to reflect Business Plan as 
housekeeping, 

Staff Recommendation
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• Amend Mission to reflect Business Plan as 
housekeeping, and amend following words:

Staff Recommendation

Promoting sustainable 
development planned 
growth and economic 

vitality

• Comprehensive Plan is a strategy for a 
sustainable Renton; it’s a long‐term plan 
for residents, environment, business and 
employment that supports region’s future.

• Attachment B: Elements, Goals, Policies

• 2009 Comp. Plan Amendment re‐organized 
Environment Element into three sections, 
adding “Sustainable Development” 
section.

Comp Plan Policies
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• Example Policies & Objectives

• EN‐A: Protect and enhance water quality of 
surface water resources

• EN‐C: Ensure long‐term protection of… 
groundwater resources of the City

• EN‐J: Create a sustainable urban forest…

Comp Plan Policies

• Example Policies & Objectives

• EN‐31. Reduce the impact of new 
development on the environment by 
encouraging the use of sustainable design 
techniques in public and private 
development, by encouraging low impact 
stormwater techniques, and through 
certification programs such as LEED and Built 
Green

Comp Plan Policies
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• Example Policies & Objectives

• EN‐L: Support and sustain educational, 
informational, and public involvement 
programs in the City over the long term in 
order to encourage effective use, 
preservation, and protection of Renton’s 
resources

• EN‐48. Actively participate in state and 
regional efforts to control the pollutants 
responsible for global climate change

Comp Plan Policies

• Example Policies & Objectives

• Housing Element Goal: …Ensure that housing 
exists for all economic segments… Ensure that 
there are housing opportunities for people 
with special needs, such as seniors, people 
with disabilities, and the homeless.

• Human Services Element Goal: To create a 
community in which all members have the 
opportunity to meet their basic physical, 
economic, and social needs…

Comp Plan Policies
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• Example Policies & Objectives

• T‐AA: Protect and promote clean air…

• U‐16. Encourage the use of water and energy 
conservation technologies throughout City

• U‐97. Support cost effective public programs 
aimed at energy conservation, efficiency, and 
supplementing of natural gas supplies 
through new technology

Comp Plan Policies

• Sustainability related City programming:

• Maplewood Golf course – Audubon certified

• Developing a Sustainable Airport Master Plan

• Ranked 2nd in regards to bicycle planning

• Tree City USA designation

• Natural yard care workshops offered

• Solid waste: 70% diversion rate (SF residences)

• Community engagement through Community 
Planning, neighborhoods program, etc.

• Electric Vehicle Charging Stations ‐ 15

Sustainability Related Programs
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• Climate change mitigation survey, King Co.

Sustainability Related Programs

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Renewable Energy

Climate Change Action Plan

Transit Oriented Development

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

Energy Efficiency

Emission Reduction Goal

Green Fleets

GHG Emission Inventory

Sustainability Coordination

Water Conservation

CC Action Network Membership

Green Building/ LID

Comp Plan/Sustainability Strategy

Tree Canopy Protection

Bicycle/ Pedestrian Promotion

Environmental Outreach and…

Waste Reduction

Average Level of Activity

• Climate change mitigation survey, King Co.
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• This amendment meets criteria #1 and #2 of the 
Comprehensive Plan amendment review criteria:

• #1.  The request supports the Vision embodied in 
the Comprehensive Plan

• #2. The request supports the adopted business 
plan goals established by the City Council

Review Criteria
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Next Steps

• Public Hearing 

• June 1, 2011

• Deliberations and Recommendations

• July 6, 2011

• Anticipated Council adoption

• August 2011
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List of example Comprehensive Plan Policies related to Global Warming and Climate Change 
Cities within King County 

November 2012 
 
This list was gathered through a quick email survey in August 2012 to 32 King County jurisdictions. 
Possibly not all staff that received the email were proper contacts but the list of contacts put together 
by the Climate Collaboration in addition to some names from city websites provided the contact list. Of 
32 emails sent, 15 responses came back with eight of those responding saying their cities have such 
policies. There is a range of types of policies and their focus, ie air pollution, air quality, reducing use of 
non-renewable energy sources, moving towards carbon neutrality, etc.  
 

Does your comprehensive plan have Climate related policies? 
Cities responding positive Cities responding negative 

Kent Burien 
Renton Covington 

Snoqualmie Enumclaw 
Kirkland Kenmore 

Carnation SeaTac 
Issaquah Skykomish 
Redmond Woodinville 

 Yarrow Point (have a Resolution) 
 
Below are the policies that respondents provided: 
 
Kent 
Policy TR-10.4:  Support intergovernmental programs that emphasize regional mobility for people and 
goods, promote the urban center approach to growth management, and seek to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. (Transportation) 
 
Policy TR-11.4:  Promote energy conservation and greenhouse gas reductions by implementing TDM 
goals and policies and commute Trip Reduction strategies. (Transportation) 
 
The following verbiage was part of the report we recently sent to PSRC to obtain certification of 
amendments to the City’s comprehensive plan: 
 
Reducing Pollution and Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
 Kent is currently implementing a number of initiatives that address reduction in greenhouse gases. 

The Kent motor vehicle fleet has been increasing the number of hybrid vehicles, which reduces 
carbon emissions. When purchasing goods and services, Kent staff is encouraged to shop locally 
when possible. 
 

 Kent participates in initiatives that increase tree canopy which absorbs carbon, thereby reducing 
greenhouse gases. Kent is a Tree City USA, meeting national standards for expenditure on tree 
planting. To help protect habitat, improve water quality and absorb carbon, Kent has worked with 
the Kent School District for over ten years to teach students about the importance of native plants. 
There is a component that addresses climate change, and each student is provided a native tree or 
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shrub to be planted on school grounds, at a park or in his/her own yard. Kent operates a native plant 
nursery to supply plants in city-owned natural areas and capital improvement projects. 

 
 Kent recently negotiated a solid waste contract that requires the use of compressed natural gas 

collection vehicles that are cleaner and lighter than traditional collection vehicles. The contract is 
also aimed at reducing landfill waste, promoting recycling and organics (including food waste). Kent 
also has a Green Business Awards program that promotes recycling. 

 
The Environment 
 Environmental Systems:  The Transportation Element acknowledges the need to develop and 

maintain a transportation system that is sensitive to the natural and built environment, incorporates 
features that improve air and water quality, and promotes energy conservation and greenhouse gas 
reductions.  The following goals and policies affect environmental systems: Goal TR-3 and Policies 
TR-3.1 through 3.5; Goal TR-5 and Policies TR-5.1 and TR-5.3; TR-8.10 and TR-8.11; Goal TR-11 and 
Policies TR-11.1 through 11.4. 
 

 Air Quality and Climate Change:  The Non-Motorized Transportation section provides policies that 
directly impact air quality by providing for or promoting the use of non-motorized modes of travel 
(Goal TR-7 and Policies TR-7.1 through TR-7.10) and using Transportation System Management to 
provide for safe and efficient traffic flow (TR-3.4).  Additionally, the Transit and High Occupancy 
Vehicles (HOV) section promotes the use of transit that can reduce CO2 emissions (Goal TR-8 and 
Policies TR-8.1 through TR-8.12).  The Transportation Element also supports interagency 
coordination to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, unnecessary air pollution and congestion (Policies 
TR-10.4 and TR-10.5).  See also Environmental Systems section, above. 

 
Renton 
Policy EN-48. Actively participate in state and regional efforts to control the atmospheric pollutants 
responsible for global climate change. 
 
Snoqualmie 
ENVIRONMENT 
Fish and Wildlife Habitat Areas 
5.D.8 Strive to reduce existing levels of air, land and water pollution to support the long term health and 
viability of native wildlife species and populations. 
 
Air Quality 
5.F.1 Coordinate with the Puget Sound Air Pollution control Agency and the Puget Sound Regional 
Council to develop policies, methodologies and standards that promote regional air quality. 
 
5.F.2 Encourage transportation modes other than single-occupancy vehicles. 
 
5.F.3 Prohibit construction of new residential or commercial structures that use wood stoves or wood 
heat as the sole heat source. 
 
5.F.4 Require new development to comply with all applicable federal and state regulations regarding 
wood stoves, including only using wood stoves certified by the state pursuant to RCW 70.94. 
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Energy Resources 
5.G.2.3 Promote the use of solar or other renewable energy sources. 
 
5.G.2.4 Demonstrate applications of energy efficiency and renewable energy use in municipal buildings. 
 
5.G.2.6 Operate and maintain the City’s vehicle fleet to improve fuel efficiency and reduce costs. 
Consider vehicles that use alternative fuel sources for greater energy efficiency and lower pollution. 
 
5.G.2.8 Participate in energy conservation awareness programs which distribute educational 
information and sponsor energy education programs on conservation and renewable energy. 
 
5.G.2.9 Provide for the efficient use of water and energy through the use of natural drainage, 
landscaping with native and drought tolerant species, energy efficient siting of building construction and 
recycling. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Financial Planning 
6.G.1.7 Use SEPA to mitigate on-site and off-site system impacts from new development. 
 
Kirkland 
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Kirkland+Green/Kirkland+Green+PDFs/Climate+Protection+Plan+Up
date+2010.pdf 
 
Yarrow Point 

 

http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Kirkland+Green/Kirkland+Green+PDFs/Climate+Protection+Plan+Update+2010.pdf
http://www.kirklandwa.gov/Assets/Kirkland+Green/Kirkland+Green+PDFs/Climate+Protection+Plan+Update+2010.pdf
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Carnation 
From the subsection on Sustainability located in the section on Urban Form:  
 
Promoting development that minimizes use of scarce resources. As discussed above, Carnation’s urban 
form promotes sustainable development by encouraging compact development within a Town Center 
that includes retail, industrial, mixed use and higher density residential development. This development 
pattern encourages nonmotorized trips, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles. The 
City is committed to increasing the availability of local goods and services as well as creating local 
employment through economic development. However, as the majority of the city’s workers are  
commuting outside the City and often outside the Valley, better transit service would go far in reducing 
vehicle miles traveled by City residents. 
 
From the Land Use Element Goals and Policies: 
Policy LU6.7 To promote land use decisions that will reduce the production of greenhouse gases by 
reducing vehicular miles traveled, retaining and expanding tree canopy, and reducing energy use. 
 
From the Transportation Element Goals and Policies: 
Policy T5.2 Promote the use and development of routes and methods of alternative modes of 
transportation, such as transit, bicycling and walking, which reduce Carnation's consumption of non-
renewable energy sources and reduce emission of greenhouse gases. 
 
Policy T5.4 Carnation will seek to reduce levels of air pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions in an 
effort to maintain or do better than existing state and federal air quality goals and standards, by: 
providing a compact urban form that promotes non-motorized trips within the City; promoting 
economic development to increase local employment opportunities and to maximize the goods and 
services that are locally available; by working with partners such as King County, the Snoqualmie Tribe 
and the other Snoqualmie Valley cities to create transit service that provides real options for commuting 
to reduce trips to work; and by cooperating with regional employers to promote ride-share options. 
 
Federal Way 
LUP91 Development should not significantly degrade the quality of the environment, including water 
quality and air quality, nor create conditions that would accentuate erosion, drainage problems, or 
other adverse impacts on adjacent environments. 
 
TP67 Promote the creation and use of a regional transit system that provides a cost effective alternative 
mode of travel to the single occupant auto, and assists the region in attaining air quality standards. This 
system should be extended to the City on a timely basis and be preceded by phased implementation of 
increased levels of local and regional bus and HOV services which maximize accessibility to regional jobs 
and maintains Federal Way as a regional activity center. 
 
Factors Used in Prioritization of Improvements (transportation) 

Transportation Effectiveness 
1. Concurrency requirement 
2. Corridor Congestion relief (volume/capacity) 
3. Enhanced Safety 
Alternative Modes 
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4. Transit HOV Supportive 
5. Non-Motorized Supportive 

Environmental 
6. Air quality improvement 

Implementation 
7. Cost Effectiveness 
8. Ease of Implementation 
9. Community Support 

 
9.5 AIR QUALITY 
Air quality, once a problem for other regions of the United States, is now a major problem in the Pacific 
Northwest. The preservation of clean air is essential to maintaining the quality of life enjoyed in this 
region. Air pollution in the Puget Sound Region is the result of increased vehicle emissions primarily 
from cars and trucks. Therefore, if this region is going to resolve its growing air pollution problem, it 
must develop a more efficient and less auto-oriented transportation system. 
 
The following CWPP and City policies are adopted to protect air quality. 
 
Countywide Planning Policy 
CA14 All jurisdictions, in coordination with the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency and the Puget Sound 
Regional Council, shall develop policies, methodologies, and standards that promote regional air quality, 
consistent with the Countywide Policy Plan. 
 
Goal 
NEG11 To protect air quality. 
Policies 
NEP68 Support state and federal air quality standards and the regulation of activities that emit air 
pollutants. 
NEP70 Encourage transportation demand management and alternatives to the single occupancy vehicle 
in order to reduce energy consumption, air, and water pollution. 
 
Issaquah 
LAND USE GOAL L-1: Establish a pattern of development that maintains and enhances the quality of life 
within the community and sets the framework for a sustainable community by addressing 
environmental, economic and social issues by: 
 

Goal L-1.1. Protecting Issaquah's natural environment and scenic beauty; 
Goal L-1.2. Creating a diversity of high quality places to live, work, shop and recreate; 
Goal L-1.3. Providing for active public participation; 
Goal L-1.4. Requiring provision of the City's level of service for public services and public 

facilities and concurrent transportation facilities as a requirement of development 
approval within the City's Urban Growth Area; 

Goal L-1.5. Requiring multi-modal transportation as a key to a successful land use pattern which 
concentrates development, emphasizes pedestrian orientation, supports transit 
service, reduces the consumption of fuel and land, and reduces emissions which 
contribute to climate change; and 
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Goal L-1.6. Annexing areas within the City's Urban Growth Area to ensure compatibility with City 
standards and development regulations while providing for provision of the City's 
level of service for public services, public facilities and concurrent transportation 
facilities. 

 
LAND USE GOAL L-2: Sustainable community development and climate change initiatives: Develop a 
Climate Action Plan in collaboration with local and regional partners that provides direction for 
Issaquah’s reduction of City-wide greenhouse gas emissions while supporting sustainable community 
development principles. The Climate Action Plan should: 

 
Goal L-2.1. Incorporate sustainable community development as an integral part of all City and 

Community functions to ensure Issaquah’s ability to meet future needs; 
Goal L-2.2. Actively address climate change by requiring reductions in greenhouse gas and 

carbon dioxide equivalent emissions in all land uses and providing incentives for 
innovative climate solutions which advance the City towards a carbon neutral 
community, as keys to sustainable community development; 

Goal L-2.3. Include local data and evaluation from the City’s carbon footprint studies; and  
Goal L-2.4. Include strategies and implementation measures for reducing emissions, including 

but not limited to the adoption of best available practices for land use, 
transportation, utilities and public services, green building, urban tree canopy 
retention and other areas of sustainable development. 

 
OBJECTIVE L-8: The City shall identify and develop targets, strategies, regulations and policies to limit 
the community’s impact upon climate change such as through development and redevelopment 
requirements, improved efficiency, carbon sequestration and other climate solutions.  
 
L-8.1 Greenhouse Gas Reduction Target: The City is adopting the King County greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction target: City-wide reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 80% below 2007 levels by 
the year 2050. When local data can be evaluated, through ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) 
or other method, local emission targets for Issaquah may replace the King County target. The City’s 
progress on meeting the emissions target should be evaluated periodically using established greenhouse 
gas emissions protocols and monitoring and assessing the impacts of climate change regionally. 
 
L-8.2 Reduction of Climate Impact. The City shall ensure reduction of climate impacts by implementing 
actions, policies and regulations that require reduction and mitigation of greenhouse gas and carbon 
dioxide equivalent emissions in all land uses and by providing incentives for innovative climate solutions 
which advance the City towards a carbon neutral community. 

 
8.2.1 The City should reduce greenhouse gas emissions from all facets of its operations including 

construction, maintenance and management of City-owned facilities and infrastructure. 
8.2.2 The City should seek ways for applicants to evaluate and quantify the greenhouse gas 

emissions of their new development and provide an assessment of potential measures to 
reduce emissions. Assessments shall use best available science of climate change impacts, 
through sources such as the University of Washington’s Climate Impacts Group and 
others, and established greenhouse gas emissions protocols. Mitigation measures for 
impacts to climate change may be determined through the SEPA process. 
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8.2.3 The City should identify and implement programs and policies to reduce green house gas 
emissions from existing buildings, infrastructure and other emission sources through 
retrofits and alternative transportation measures and other strategies. 

 
L-8.3 Carbon Footprint Development: The City should complete carbon footprint studies for the 
community and develop and track progress towards emissions reduction targets. 
 
Redmond 
D.     Climate Change 
Leading atmospheric scientists predict that climate change will have serious environmental, economic, 
and public health consequences in the coming decades.  Naturally occurring levels of greenhouse gases 
are necessary to life because they keep the earth’s temperature stable and the surface warmer than it 
otherwise would be.  However, the burning of fossil fuels and increasing rates of deforestation and 
development have produced growing amounts of carbon dioxide, methane, and other heat-trapping 
gases.  These gases trap the sun’s energy and thereby heat the earth’s atmosphere.  The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) states that for over the past 200 years, the burning of fossil fuels, such as coal 
and oil, and deforestation have caused concentrations of heat-trapping greenhouse gases to increase 
significantly in our atmosphere.  These gases prevent heat from escaping to space. 
 
According to the EPA, careful measurements have confirmed that greenhouse gas emissions are 
increasing and that human activities are the primary cause.  Most scientists believe that: 

• Human activities are changing the composition of the earth’s atmosphere.  Increasing levels of 
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide in the atmosphere since pre-industrial times are well-
documented and understood. 

• The atmospheric buildup of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases is largely the result of 
human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels. 

• The major greenhouse gases emitted by human activities remain in the atmosphere for periods 
ranging from decades to centuries.  It is therefore virtually certain that atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases will continue to rise over the next few decades. 

• Increasing greenhouse gas concentrations tend to warm the planet. 
 
As a local government, Redmond is in a position to affect change locally, regionally, and nationally by 
preparing for climate change and identifying actions that would help lessen its impact in the production 
of greenhouse gases. 
 
NE-113a  Develop a Climate Action Plan, which includes greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets for 

the City. 
 
NE-113b  Achieve greenhouse gas emissions reductions in both municipal operations and the 

community at large, with attention given to social equity. 
 
NE-113c  Include analysis of climate change impacts when conducting environmental review under the 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). 
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NE-113d  Promote the reduction of greenhouse gases by expanding the use of conservation and 
alternative energy sources and by reducing vehicles miles traveled by increasing alternatives 
to driving alone. 

 
NE-113e  Take positive actions to reduce carbons, such an increasing the number of trees in the City. 
 
NE-113f   Identify and address the impacts of climate change on the City’s hydrological systems. 
 
E. Air Quality 
Clean outdoor air quality is healthy for all segments of the human population and for the natural 
environment.  It contributes to the quality of life. Clean air is healthful and it helps to keep the 
mountains, Lake Sammamish, Sammamish River and other areas visible from many areas in Redmond. 
These are views that the community values. Continued federal funding for transportation improvements 
is dependent on complying with federal air quality standards. 
While other agencies regulate air quality, Redmond and other cities have an important role to play in 
maintaining high air quality. This includes transportation planning to reduce emissions and land use 
planning to internalize trips and reduce emissions. 
NE-114 
 
NE-114a 
 
 

Promote compliance with federal and State air pollution control laws and improvements to 
regional air quality in cooperation with the Puget Sound Air Pollution Control Agency and 
the Puget Sound Regional Council. 
Achieve criteria air pollutant reductions in both municipal operations and the community 
at large, with attention given to social equity. 

NE-115 Maintain high air quality through land use and transportation planning and management. 

NE-116 Continue implementing and enforcing commute trip reduction programs as a means to limit 
or reduce vehicle trips as a key strategy for reducing vehicle-related air pollution. 

NE-117 Reduce the amount of air-borne particulates through a street sweeping program, dust 
abatement on construction sites, covered loads of hauled materials, and other methods to 
reduce the dust sources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


